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Guidelines and rules for collecting 


This is the finally adopted report on guidelines and rules for collecting. The Lepidopterological 
Society of Japan set “The Committee of Guidelines and Rules” (chairman: Mayumi Takaha- 
shi) in the first council in 1990 for the conservation of nature and the protection of the 
environment. The draft from the committee was adopted in the first council in 1992 with an 
amendment, and the final report from the society was published in Yadoriga (150: 34), 
September, 1992, in Japanese. 


1. We will endeavor to become acquainted with butterflies and moths and to deeply 
comprehend Mother nature. 


2. We will actively promote activities to protect butterflies and moths and their 
habitats. 


3. We will exercise moderation in collecting specimens of butterflies and moths. 


4. We will publish the results of such collection of specimens and preserve them with 
care. 


I. General 


1. We endeavor to become acquainted with butterflies and moths, to develop and promote 
the discipline of lepidopterology, and to deeply comprehend Mother nature. 


2. Butterflies and moths have by nature, greater reproductive capacity as first-stage 
consumers in an ecological system and their population is much larger in number than 
mammals and birds, which are the higher-stage consumers in the world of nature. In 
addition, since there are many species and since butterflies and moths have tiny bodies and 
confusingly similar external appearance, it is difficult to identify their species by field 
observation alone and it is therefore necessary to collect and prepare specimens in order 
to research them. Consequently, the method of research involved is different from the 
case of mammals and birds, where priority is given to the methods of distinction and 
registration without the collection of specimens. 


3. Butterflies and moths are important environmental indicators and the precise collection 
of date and records is very valuable as fundamental data for the protection of the 
environment. In general, an environment rich in butterflies and moths would have a very 
diverse plant and animal life as well, as the presence of butterflies and moths would be 
advantageous to the subsistence of other living things as well. We have to protect the 
flora and the natural habitat of butterflies and moths in Japan for their thriving. In order 
to accomplish such purposes, we will appeal to the environmental administrative author- 
ities and mass-media as the necessity arises. 


4. Sound and moderate collecting activities, especially by children and students, provide 
valuable experiences of nature. They are in no way are inferior to observing activities 
and are very important towards cultivating accurate views on nature. It is likely that the 
point of view of “Let’s observe, don’t collect”, which is being promulgated by some people 
may discourage children from being interested and keep them away from nature. 
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o. We in principle, stand against the control of collection of specimens by “species 
designation” without exactly specifying territories or periods. Such control will be of no 
use to the protection of the designated species, but will severely restrict the field study 
activities of naturalists resulting in the impediment of development of lepidopteran study 
in Japan. When we find a problem with the method of collection control, we as members 
of this Society will positively give our opinion to the competent admistrative authorities. 


6. We can hardly agree with the concept of “releasing butterflies” in which the various 
species of butterflies and moths are released into nature at random. This concept, 
however, does not have any plans or activities for protection or research accompanied with 
a well-laid plan and ex post facto responsibility. 


7. Collected specimens are irreplaceable scientific materials and should be preserved with 
the greatest of care. We will cooperate with natural history museums to preserve such 
materials and will positively assist the establishment of new museums. 


II. Regards to Various Activities 


1. We will be careful in collecting specimens or conducting observation of butterflies and 
moths such that their natural habitats are not damaged. 


2. In collecting specimens of butterflies and moths, we will consider the maintenance of 
populations and will voluntarily regulate the number of specimens collected. In particular, 
special attention shall be paid in areas of narrow and limited habitats. 


3. We will endeavor to obtain the understanding of land-owners, land-managers or other 
local persons in the places where collecting specimens and observing butterflies and moths 
and carried out. 


4. Where collection is legally controlled, we shall obey the relevant laws and regulations. 


5. In overseas countries, we will act with full understanding of all the relevant laws and 
regulations as well as the national sentiment, and we shall be have honorably as interna- 
tional citizens. 


6. We shall preserve specimens with care and responsibility. In particular, we think it is 
desirable for specimens to be preserved in museums or other reliable public organizations. 
In addition, if we become incapable of preserving specimens due to various circumstances, 
we will try to donate them to an appropriate scholar or to a suitable public organization. 


7. We will publish the result of our collection and observation activities as soon as 
practically possible. 
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